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President Jim Broman called the Annual General Meeting of the USA Branch of the Institution of Fire Engineers to order at 11:10 AM and welcomed participants. President Broman thanked Stu Overby, Cynthia Leighton, and Jacki Wasni of Motorola Inc. who were present for their sponsorship of the AGM lunch.

President Broman invited Stu Overby to make some remarks. Mr. Oberby provided an overview of fire service broadband   spectrum issues, including information that the underlying technology is the same, yet the equipment is different from previous products. Currently there is inadequate spectrum available and Congress is being approached to expand the available spectrum through Senate Bill 9-1-1. Support of the fire service is encouraged for this bill. Stu also related that there is currently no companion bill in the House of Representatives. He invited attendees to visit the Motorola booth on the exhibit floor to examine the new 2-way radio equipment equipped with speaker microphones specifically designed for the high noise environment of the fire service.
At this time the President called for a short recess in order to allow attendees to take advantage of the lunch buffet.

President Broman called the AGM back to order at 11:35 AM and declared that there was a quorum present. President Broman recognized the attendance of honored guests present for the meeting including: IFE International President HG Tay, Past IFE International president Dennis Davis, Stefan Svennsen IFE International Forum speaker from Sweden, and IAFC Vice President Bill Metcalf.
President Broman called on Election Committee Chair Bruce Varner to give the Elections Report and results.

Election Results

For President – Scott Kerwood

For Vice president – Harry Carter

For Secretary – Chris Riley
For Treasurer – Bill Kehoe

For Past President – Jim Broman

Bruce Varner reported that ballots were sent to 356 members and 106 ballots were filed electronically for a return rate of 31%. This return rate is higher than last year when we did the first electronic balloting. The cost of the electronic balloting this year was $80.00 versus a cost of $500.00 for printing, mailing, and return postage for a paper balloting process.

Motion made and seconded to ratify the results of the election. Motion carried.

President Broman introduced Phil Schaeneman who made a presentation on Robotics for Reducing Fire Fighting Injuries. This is a follow up to an article in the May 2011 issue of FIRE CHIEF Magazine. An electronic copy of his presentation is attached.

President Broman provided a status of the USA Branch Strategic Plan:

· Current membership is at 360 and growing.

· We have members in 38 states, the District of Columbia, and 4 outside countries.

· Membership consists of diverse disciplines (fire service, education, investigation, professional engineers, etc.).
· Encouraged members to stop by the USA-IFE Booth 19.

· Reported on current links with CFOD.

· Provided an outline of the Strategic Plan and 5 associated goals which are:

· We are looking for growth in Student areas.

· Continued involvement in IFE HQ issues.

· Continued support for the Vision 20/20 efforts.

· Initiating efforts in the areas of robotics and communications.

· Continued efforts relating to the AGM and International Forum.

· Continued agreements with the CFO process and the SFPE.
· Reported on 5 Vision 20/20 grants for $2.6 million, with specific thanks to Bill Kehoe for his leadership in this area.

· Grant output for fire prevention advocacy is available at www.strategicfire.org 

· President Broman thanked everyone for their support during his 2 terms as President.

Motion made and seconded to adopt the proposed goals. Motion carried.

President Broman asked Jim Crawford to provide an overview of the Vision 20/20 Project. The Vision 20/20 presentation is attached. General discussion took place on the five (5) strategies that are being employed to enhance fire prevention activities in the United States through Vision 20/20. Jim Crawford pointed out that the challenge for the future is sustainment of the efforts already in place and planned to be rolled out in the coming months.

President Broman commented favorably on the accomplishments of the Vision 20/20 project with the nearly $3 million in funding. Further discussion took place concerning the importance of transparency and fiscal accountability that falls on the IFE-USA Branch as the sponsoring non-profit organization.

Motion made and seconded to ensure that an outside audit is conducted to show proper fiscal accountability. Discussion followed. Motion passed.

President Broman introduced IFE International president HG Tay to address the assembly. 

International President Tay acknowledged the welcome he has received from the Branch and provided his personal background prior to delivering his prepared remarks. A copy of his remarks is attached. 

President Broman made the presentation of a gift to International president Tay on behalf of the Branch. International President Tay presented the IFE-USA President’s chain of office to newly elected Branch President Scott Kerwood.  International President Tay acknowledged the work of IFE-USA Branch Past President Jim Broman and presented the IFE-USA Past President’s badge to him on behalf of the IFE and the IFE-USA Branch membership.

There being no more business to handle, a motion was made to adjourn, seconded and passed.

