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Fire Seasons in Australia



Black Friday 1939



Black Sunday 1955



Tasmania 1967



Ash Wednesday 1983



Ash Wednesday 1983



1939 & 1983



NSW Fires 2001 & 2002
Photos Courtesy of SACFS Promotions Unit



Canberra 2003



Wangary 2005



Wangary 2005



Common Problems
• Weather forecast unfavourable 

in area where resources 
expected to be released for 
deployment to the existing 
wildland fire

• Volunteer crews exhausted
• Summer at Christmas 

reducing available volunteers
• Volunteers not able to leave 

work for a period of 5 days
• Volunteers worried about 

leaving their own properties 
during the fire season.



Australian Organisations

• Emergency 
Management Australia
www.ema.gov.au

• AFAC
www.afac.com.au

• Bushfire Cooperative 
Research Centre
www.bushfirecrc.com





Emergency Planning

• State legislation

• Strategic 
management

• National funding
• National resources
• Local level

• Partnerships



Community Education



AFAC Advice
• Properties should be well prepared 
• Appropriately prepared and constructed buildings offer 

protection during bushfires
• Those planning to stay and defend their properties must 

be prepared to be self-sufficient
• A decision to stay or leave must be made well in 

advance of the arrival of the bushfire
• Decide where you are going, how you will get there, & 

what ‘trigger’ you will use to initiate your plan
• Evacuation at the last minute, ahead of a bushfire, is 

very dangerous
• Staying with an adequately prepared property or leaving 

early before the fire approaches are safer options than 
waiting for authorities to conduct evacuations.



Checklist



Bushfire Action Plan



Operational Response



Case Study:
Kangaroo Island Fires – December 2007



Case Study
Kangaroo Island Fires – December 2007
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Case Study

Flinders Chase National Park



Case Study
Aerial Firefighting





Case Study:

Base Camp



Case Study:

Hygienic supply of food



Case Study:

Shelter



Case Study:

Logistics & supplies



Case Study:

Service vehicle



Case Study:

Base Camp



Case Study:

Temporary MFS Station



Case Study:

Incident Management



Case Study:

Unified command



Case Study:

CFA Strike Team



Lessons Learnt

• Moved from Ash Wednesday 1983 to 
unified command in 2008

• Inquiry reports take years
• Use of defence force
• Aging population and volunteers
• Climate change



Recommendations
• Produce formal inquiry reports quickly.
• Develop prevention &  mitigation 

strategies.
• Use experience from other major 

incidents eg floodings.
• Proven incident command systems 

essential.
• Risk assessment to determine use of 

PPE specific for wildland fires.
• Whole of the northern hemisphere’s 

wildland fire fighting season to be 
considered when planning mitigation re: 
availability of resources.



Thank you


