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English Heritage

• Ministry of Works
• Royal Commission on the Historical 

Monuments of England  (RCHME)
• National Monuments Record
• English Heritage



S.P.A.B
Society for the Protection of 

Ancient Buildings

Founded by William Morris in 1877
to counteract the highly destructive 
‘restoration’ of medieval buildings 
being practised by many Victorian 
architects

Statutory role
as adviser to local planning authorities
Campaigning
to protect historic buildings at risk



Listed Buildings are classified in grades 
to show their relative importance

• Grade 1 Buildings of exceptional interest
(2% of national stock)

• Grade 11*  Particularly important buildings
of more than special interest

• Grade 11    Buildings of  special interest
which warrant every effort to
preserve them





The Historic Environment: 
Legislation and Planning Controls.

• The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990 and 

• The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Regulations 1990 [SI 1990/1519] as 
amended.  

• 1979 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas 
Act as amended. 

• It is a criminal offence to undertake 
works to listed buildings or scheduled 
ancient monuments without detailed 
written consent



We Exist to ; ensure future generations can 
enjoy England’s historic environment -
both through preserving our own sites and 
more widely by providing advice and 
assistance to others



Casework
Guidance
Research & Collaboration
• HBFRCC Historic buildings Fire Research 

coordinating Committee
• Fire Statistics 
• Fire Door Testing
• COST C17 Cooperation in Science and 

Technology- fire losses in Heritage Buildings
• Emergency Planning

English Heritage



Alterations to Listed Buildings

• Grade 2
Permission from Local Authority 
Conservation Officer

• Grade 1 & 2*
Permission from Local Authority 
Conservation Officer in consultation with 
English Heritage

Casework



National Guidance



0.29 / 0.35 Buildings of Special 
Architectural or Historic Interest

Some variation of the provisions 
set out in Approved Document B may be appropriate 
where it applies to existing buildings, and 
particularly in buildings of special architectural or 
historic interest, where adherence to the guidance in 
this document might prove unduly restrictive.

In such cases it would be appropriate to take into 
account a range of fire safety features and set the se 
against an assessment of the hazard and risk 
peculiar to the particular case.



Statutory Instrument 2005 No. 1541 the 
Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order

• Enforcement notices
• Section 30-5(e) requires enforcing 

authorities to consult with any other person 
whose consent to the alteration would be 
required by or under any enactment;

• The Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 and The 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Regulations 1990 [SI 1990/1519] as 
amended.

National Regulations











1 of 2Building a bonfire



2 of 2
Fire Safety solution



New Escape Staircase in Mineral water Hospital Bath

(Grade 1 Listed)

Designed as Sedan Chair stair for bed evacuation

Built as a Hospital 
in 1730, this stair 
enabled continuing 
use conforming to 
HTM 82













Buildings at Risk

• 30,544 buildings grade 1 & 2* 
8% of all listed buildings

• 3.2% or 1 in 30 remain at risk of loss 
through neglect or decay

• 1,385 items at risk in 2007
• During 2006-7 offered grant-aid towards 75 

buildings at risk totalling £4.4m
• Total subsidy needed of £400m to bring all 

buildings on register in repair
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